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CONPIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 2499 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, IV 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL AVIATION NEGOTIATION WITH 
IVORY COAST 

REF: ABIDJAN 1249 

1 . EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED WITH DIRECTOR CIVIL AERONAUTICS 
SAVANE IVORIAN INTERESTS IN BILATERAL CIV AIR NEGOTIATION. 
EMBASSY VIEWS OF IVORIAN POSITION FOLLOW. 
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2. IVORY COAST HAS RECENTLY SIGNED BILATERAL AGREEMENTS WITH 
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MOROCCO, PAKISTAN, NIGERIA AND PROBABLY OTHER COUNTRIES AS 
WELL. SAVANE STATES THAT GOIC IS MAKING AN EFEORT TO FORMALIZE 
EXISTING AVIATION RELATIONSHIPS AND CERTAINLY NOT AN EFFORT 
TO DISADVANTAGE THE US DESIGNATED CARRIER. 

3. WITH REGARD TO FIFTH FREEDOM RIGHTS FOR PANAM, SAVANE 
SUGGESTS THAT AN UNPUBLICIZED ACCORD MIGHT BE SIGNED 
CONTEMPORANEOUS WITH A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, AND THAT 
PANAM'S FIFTH FREEDOM RIGHTS (DEPENDENT AS THEY ARE 
UPON PANAM'S OPERATING IN "ASSOCIATION" WITH AIR AFRIQUE) 

MIGHT BE PROTECTED IN THAT WAY. ACCORDING TO SAVANE, ROYAL 
AIR MAROC HAS OBTAINED SIMILAR TRAFFIC RIGHTS FOR JOINT 
OPERATION WITH AIR AFRIQUE BETWEEN DAKAR AND ABIDJAN 
(THESE RIGHTS HAVE NOT BEEN EXERCISED). 

4. THE IVORIAN DELEGATION DOES NOT INTEND TO REMAIN IN THE 

US LONGER THAN TWO WEEKS, AND IT HOPES TO COMPLETE ITS WORK 
EXPEDITIOUSLY. IT IS AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN 
EARLIER NEGOTIATIONS BY THE US AND SENEGALESE AUTHORITIES 
AND HOPES TO AVOID THEM. SAVANE IS A CAPABLE, ENERGETIC 
OFFICIAL, WITH AN EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND IN ELECTRONICS AND 
AIR NAVIGATION. HE IS WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS THE USAND FRANKLY 
ADMITS THAT A STUMBLING BLOCK TO CLOSER COOPERATION HAS BEEN 
THE UTA FINANCIAL INTEREST IN AIR AFRIQUE AND THE EXISTING 
MANAGEMENT CONTRACT BETWEEN THOSE WO AIRLINES (THE CONTRACT 
IS DUE FOR RENEGOTIATION SOON). 

5. WE BELIEVE THAT ABIDJAN'S POSITION AS ADYNAMIC, GROWING 
COMMERCIAL CENTER AND ITS STRATEGIC LOCATION IN AFRICA MAKE A 
WRITTEN AGREEMENT INSTITUTIONALIZING THE EXISTING RIGHTS OF THE 
DESIGNATED US CARRIER A WORTHWHILE POLICY GOAL OF THE USG. 

THE CURRENT FAVORABLE POLITICAL CLIMATE MAKES THIS AN OPPORTUNE 
TIME FOR THE SIGNING OF SUCH AN AGREEMENT. SMITH 
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